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Abstract

The objectives of this research were [1] to study the level of marital communication efficiency;
[2] to study the level of sexual risk behaviors; and [3] to study the relationships between marital
communication efficiency and sexual risk behaviors of AIDS patients treated with antiretroviral drug in
community hospital in Chanthaburi province. This research was a correlational research. The research
population comprised 1,383 AIDS patients, aged 20 years and over, who were treated with antiretroviral
drug in community hospital in Chanthaburi province. They had marital partners who still live with them.
The research sample consisted of 310 AIDS patients obtained from the population by multi-stage
sampling technique. The instrument for data collection was a questionnaire with reliability coefficient of
0.87. The data were statistically analyzed using the frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and
Pearson’s coefficient correlation. The research findings revealed that [1] the overall efficiency of marital
communication was rated at the high level; the ratings were also at the high level for every specific aspect
of marital communication, namely, being sympathetic of each other, talking to each other regularly, being
open to each other, being good listeners, and understanding of the same meaning, respectively; [2] the
overall sexual risk behavior was rated at the low level; the ratings were also at the low level for every
specific aspect of sexual risk behaviors, namely, having more than one sexual partner, having sexual
activity without wearing a condom, incorrectly using a condom while having sexual activity, and
consuming alcoholic drinks and using drugs while having sexual activity, respectively; and [3] a negative
correlation at the low level (r = -0.20) which was statistically significant at the .01 level was found
between marital communication efficiency and sexual risk behaviors.

Keywords: Efficiency, Marital communication, Sexual risk behavior, AIDS patient,
Community Hospital
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